The title compound, C 9 H 10 N 2 O 3 , crystallizes with one and a half molecules in the asymmetric unit, one lying on a general position and the other on a twofold rotation axis. The dihedral angle between the two independent benzimidazole ring systems is 18.96 (5) . In the crystal, molecules are linked into a three-dimensional network by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding involving N-hydroxymethyl and carbonyl groups, and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For general background to 2-benzimidazolones, see: Raghu et al. (2005) ; Porret & Hebermeier (1974); Habermeier (1976) ; Trask-Morrel et al. (1988) ; Hammach et al. (2006) ; Bansal et al. (1981) . For related structures, see: Anklekar & Kulkarni (1995) ; Schwiebert et al. (1996) . For the synthesis, see: Zinner & Spangenberg (1958 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. to be useful as polymer intermediates (Raghu et al., 2005; Porret et al., 1974) , fire retardants (Habermeier, 1976) , and in curing process in textile industry (Trask-Morrel et al., 1988) . Solid state chemistry of hydroxy methylated benzimidazole derivatives leading to thermal extrusion of formaldehyde has been reported (Anklekar et al., 1995) by our group. Design and synthesis of benzimidazolone p38 MAP kinase inhibitors (Hammach et al., 2006) is based on the analysis of their crystal structure data. Benzimidazolones have been reported to crystallize as hydrogen bonded molecular tapes (Schwiebert et al., 1996) which has been used to engineer structures of organic solids. In view of the therapeutic importance of aromatic and hetero aromatic compounds (Bansal et al., 1981) containing N-hydroxymethyl group, we report here the crystal structure of title compound.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains one and a half molecules, one lying on a general position and and the other on a twofold rotation axis ( Fig.1) . Atoms O4 and C13 lie on the twofold rotation axis. The two independent benzimidazole ring systems form a dihedral angle of 18.96 (5)°. There are no intramolecular hydrogen bonding between N-hydroxymethyl and carbonyl groups.
In the crystal, O-H···O hydrogen bonding involving N-hydroxymethyl and carbonyl groups results in the formation of three-dimensional network (Fig.2 ). In addition, C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) are observed. This type of intermolecular association is similar to that observed in the structure of benzimidazolone (Schwiebert et al., 1996) .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by following a literature method (Zinner et al., 1958) . A mixture of 2-hydroxy benzimidazole (13.4 g, 0.01 M) and 37% formalin (30 ml, 1M) was refluxed for 30 minutes in presence of 100 ml water. The solid product formed was filtered and single crystals were grown by slow evaporation in water (yield 92%, m.p. 433 K). Spectral data IRν CO = 1700 cm -1 , ν OH = 3300 cm -1 . 1 H NMR -(CDCl 3 +DMSO-d6)δ p.p.m. 
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